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Holt Environmental Science 7 The Human Population

Section: Studying Human Populations
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

The average number of years a person is likely to live is that per-
son’s life expectancy. Life expectancy is most affected by infant
mortality, the death rate of infants less than a year old. In 1900,
worldwide life expectancy was about 40 years and the infant mortal-
ity rate was very high. By 2000, the rate of infant mortality was less
than one-third of the rate in 1900. Average life expectancy has
increased to more than 67 years worldwide. For people in many
developed countries, life expectancy is almost 80 years.

Expensive medical care is not needed to prevent infant deaths.
The infant mortality rate differs greatly among countries that have
the same average income. Instead, infant health is more affected by
the parents’ access to education, food, fuel, and clean water. Even in
poor areas, many people now know that babies simply need to be
fed well and kept clean and warm. If these basic needs are met,
most children will have a good chance of surviving.

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS
One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main
idea is the main focus or key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by
supporting information that offers detailed facts about main ideas.

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.

______ 1. What was the worldwide average life expectancy in 2000?
a. about 40 c. almost 80
b. more than 67 d. none of the above

______ 2. What was the worldwide life expectancy in 1900?
a. about 40 c. almost 80
b. more than 67 d. It was not measured in 1900.

______ 3. What is the life expectancy for people in many developed countries
today?
a. almost 70 years c. almost 95 years
b. almost 80 years d. almost 40 years

______ 4. What do most infants need in order to survive?
a. to have expensive medical care
b. to live in a developed country
c. to have access to education
d. to be fed well and kept clean and warm
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Active Reading continued

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.

5. Unscramble the term below. What is the term’s definition?

FILE CATPYXNECE

6. Do most people want to have a low infant mortality rate or a high infant
mortality rate? Explain your answer.

RECOGNIZING SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES
One reading skill is the ability to recognize similarities and differences between two
phrases, ideas, or things. This is sometimes known as comparing and contrasting.

Read the question and write the answer in the space provided.

7. How did worldwide infant mortality and life expectancy change between 1900
and 2000?

RECOGNIZING CAUSE AND EFFECT
One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect.

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes
each statement or best answers each question.

______ 8. Which factor would be most likely to cause a low life expectancy for a
country?
a. high-tech medical care
b. high average incomes
c. low infant mortality rates
d. diminished food supply

______ 9. Which factors might have the greatest effect on infant mortality in a
country?
a. low life expectancy and women’s fertility rates
b. the country’s average income and parents’ access to good medical care
c. burning of fossil fuels and population booms
d. parents’ access to education, food, fuel, and clean water
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Section: Changing Population Trends
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

In many of the poorest countries, wood is the main fuel source.
When populations are stable, people use fallen tree limbs for fuel,
which does not harm the trees. When populations grow rapidly,
deadwood does not accumulate fast enough to provide enough fuel.
People begin to cut down living trees, which reduces the amount of
wood available in each new year. Parts of Africa, Asia, and India
have been cleared of vegetation by people collecting fuelwood.

A supply of fuel ensures that a person can boil water and cook
food. In many parts of the world, water taken directly from wells
or public supplies is not safe to drink because it may carry water-
borne parasites or other diseases. The water can be sterilized by
boiling it, but fuel is needed to do so. Also, food is often unsafe or
harder to digest unless it is cooked. Without enough fuelwood,
many people suffer from disease and malnutrition.

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS
One reading skill is the ability to identify the main ideas of a passage. The main
idea is the main focus or key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by
supporting information that offers detailed facts about main ideas.

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.

1. The main source of fuel for many poorer countries is

.

2. People use fallen tree limbs for fuel when their population is

.

3. If a population grows quickly, people begin to cut down 

for fuelwood.

4. Public water supplies are unsafe in some parts of the world because the water

may carry and .

5. Explain how an area of land can become cleared of vegetation because a
population grows.
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Active Reading continued

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
Read the following question and write the answer in the space provided.

6. Define deadwood in the context of these two sentences: “When populations
are stable, people use fallen tree limbs for fuel, which does not harm the
trees. When populations grow rapidly, deadwood does not accumulate fast
enough to provide fuel.”

SEQUENCING INFORMATION
One reading skill is the ability to sequence information, or to logically place items
or events in the order in which they occur.

Sequence the statements below to show the steps to a shortage of fuelwood.
Write “1” on the line in front of the first step, “2” on the line in front of the second
step, and so on.

______ 7. The growing population begins to cut down living trees for fuel.

______ 8. The area in which the population lives may become cleared of vegetation.

______ 9. The amount of available wood decreases.

______10. A stable population that was using deadwood starts to grow rapidly.

______11. The deadwood does not accumulate fast enough to provide the popula-
tion with enough fuel.

RECOGNIZING CAUSE AND EFFECT
One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect.

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.

12. What purpose does fuelwood serve?

13. What is the result of an inadequate supply of fuelwood?


