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Environmental Decisions Chapter 2.3 Notes
Values and the Environment
SCIENTIFIC  research is an essential first step in solving environmental problems. 
•However, before research can begin, an EXAMINATION of values is usually needed.
VALUES  are principles or standards that an individual considers to be important.
•There are many values that affect environmental decision making.
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An Environmental Decision-Making Model
•A DECISION-MAKING MODEL  is a conceptual model that provides a systematic process for making decisions.
•Decision-making models can be used to help you make decisions about 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES which can be very difficult.
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A Decision-Making Model
•The first step in the model is to GATHER INFORMATION This includes things such as watching news reports, and talking to experts.
•Second, consider which VALUES apply to the issue.
•Next, explore the CONSEQUENCES of each option.
•Finally, CONSIDER  all of the information and make a decision.
A Hypothetical Situation
•The golden-cheeked warbler population is declining in Valley County.
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Values That Affect Environmental Decision Making
Value Definition
Aesthetic what is beautiful or pleasing
Economic the gain or loss of money or jobs
Environmental the protection of natural resources
Educational the accumulation and sharing of knowledge
Ethical/moral what is right or wrong
Health the maintenance of human health

Recreational human leisure activities

Scientific understanding of the natural world

Social/cultural the maintenance of human communities
and their values and traditions
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Should Valley County Set Aside a Nature Preserve?

Environmental

Habitat destruction in
the nature preserve
area is slowed or
stopped.

Environmental
controls are made
less strict in parts of
the county outside
the preserve area.

The population of
warblers increases,
and the bird does not
become endangered.

Other species of
organisms are also
protected.

An entire habitat is
preserved.

Other habitat outside
the preserve may be
damaged by
overdevelopment.

Economic

Landowners whose property was bought by
the county receive a payment for their land.

Property outside the preserve area can be
developed with fewer restrictions.

Property owners inside the preserve area do
not make as much money as if they had
developed their land.

Taxpayers must pay higher taxes to buy
preserve land.

Property near the preserve increases in
value because it is near a natural area.

Businesses move to Valley County because of
its beauty and recreational opportunities,
which results in job growth.

The warbler is not listed as endangered,
which avoids stricter controls on land use.

Taxpayers must continue to pay for
maintaining the preserve.

Taxpayers lose the tax revenue that this land
would have provided if it was developed.

Recreational

Parts of the preserve are
made available
immediately for hiking
and picnicking.

Michael could not think
of any negative short-
term consequences.

Large areas of the
preserve are available for
hiking and picnicking.

Landowners near the
preserve may develop
campgrounds with bike
trails, swimming, and
fishing available on land
adjacent to the
preserve.

State officials might
restrict some
recreational activities on
private land within the
preserve.





